Present status of intrauterine treatment of hydrocephalus and its future.
At a time when the intrauterine diagnosis of hydrocephalus is common and pioneering efforts of antenatal therapy are evolving, an assessment of intrauterine treatment of this disorder becomes pertinent. Consequently, the current status of the intrauterine treatment of fetal hydrocephalus is presented. The new data from the International Fetal Surgery Registry at the University of Manitoba in Winnipeg are discussed. The technical problems of antenatal shunting, the clinical trials, and experimental treatment are assessed. The prognostication and possible new approaches in intrauterine treatment of hydrocephalus are presented as well as the new diagnostic and surgical techniques. The outcome of the antenatal diagnosis and treatment of fetal hydrocephalus is evaluated.